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Accurate and valid nursing diagnoses guide the selection of interventions that 
are likely to produce the desired treatment effects and determine nurse-sensitive 
outcomes. Nursing diagnoses are seen as key to the future of evidence-based, 
professionally-led nursing care – and to more effectively meeting the need of 
patients. In an era of increasing emphasis on patient electronic health records, 
standardized nursing terminologies such as NANDA, NIC and NOC provide a 
means of collecting nursing data that are systematically analyzed within and 
across healthcare organizations and provide essential data for clinical audit.

Critical Thinking, Nursing Diagnosis, Interventions, and Outcomes: Case 
Studies and Analysis uses the latest research findings to apply critical thinking 
processes for the development of diagnostic reasoning skills. Critical thinking 
is also demonstrated through the selection of patient outcomes and nursing 
interventions to achieve these outcomes. Approximately 60 actual case studies 
provided by an international list of contributors and their ultimate resolution to 
diagnosis intervention and outcome illustrate the critical thinking process and 
provide a valuable learning tool. Cases are organized into four sections; problem 
diagnoses, risk diagnoses, health promotion diagnoses, and strength diagnoses. 

A companion website provides further resources including related journal articles, 
slide presentations, and an email address for reader comments. 

❚ �provides a practical guide to how critical thinking skills can be 
applied to nursing diagnosis 

❚ �edited by a leading expert in standardizing language for 
nursing diagnosis 

❚ �over 50 case studies organized into diagnosis types for easy 
reference: Problem diagnoses, risk diagnoses, health promotion 
diagnoses and strength diagnoses. 

Margaret Lunney, PhD, RN, Professor and Graduate Programs 
Coordinator, College of Staten Island, Staten Island, NY, Doctoral Faculty, 
Graduate Center, City University of New York.
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NANDA International, formed in 1982, is 
committed to increasing the visibility of 
nursing’s contribution to patient care by 
continuing to develop, refine and classify 
phenomena of concern to nurses. NANDA 
International has 206 diagnoses approved 
for clinical testing and refinement, and 
a dynamic process of diagnosis review 
and taxonomy development. For more 
information go to www.nanda.org
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