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PURPOSE. The cross mapping of the standardized nursing languages European Nursing care Pathways (ENP ) and 
NANDA is carried out to find out if the terms used in ENP for describing nursing diagnoses are meaningfully structured 
and linked. The cross mapping of ENP-NANDA is to compare and assess the nursing contextual statements of ENP 
nursing diagnoses with those of NANDA nursing diagnoses. NANDA nursing diagnoses are suited for content validity, 
firstly due to their structure and precombinatory approach, and secondly because numerous NANDA validation studies 
have been carried out and published, assuring quality of the NANDA taxonomy. 

METHODS:  The focus of the evaluation of the ENP-NANDA cross mapping is the comparison of the expressiveness, 
completeness and clarity of ENP nursing diagnoses with NANDA nursing diagnoses. This study aims to answer the 
following questions: 
F1 Can the content (professional nursing statements) of NANDA nursing diagnoses be mapped using ENP nursing 
diagnoses? 
F2 Which nursing diagnoses cannot be covered with ENP? 
F3 Which of ENP's nursing diagnoses have no equivalent in NANDA? 
F4 How do ENP nursing diagnoses represent NANDA nursing diagnoses statements? 

 
METHODS: The cross mapping of ENP Version 2.2_1 (2006) with the German language version of NANDA ADDIN 
EN.CITE Georg, 2005, 1326, 974 "Edited Book" 28, Georg, Jürgen, NANDA Pflegediagnosen Definition und Klassifikation 
2005-2006, 1. Auflage, Aktuelle und potenzielle Gesundheitsprobleme erkennen, benennen, behandeln, 172 
Pflegediagnosen, Definitionen, Kennzeichen, Einflussfaktoren, Risikofaktoren, Taxonomie II, 2005, Hans Huber Verlag, 3-
456-83322-9, F/875 (Georg, 2005) is carried out by an ENP expert. It is a non-experimental, descriptive, comparative, 
cross-sectional study. These mappings carried out by the ENP expert are evaluated by four designated NANDA experts 
and/or experts in the field of nursing diagnosis. The aim of the study is to judge whether ENP possesses a similar 
contextual expressiveness to NANDA. 
The quality of the mappings is demonstrated: 
a) using bidirectional mapping for the complete mapping procedure and, 
b) using agreement measures for the evaluation. 

FINDINGS: The results of the ENP and NANDA mappings are presented in three parts. First, the results of the 
ENPàNANDA mappings, then the NANDA &ENP mappings are presented and discussed. Next, the results of interrater 
reliability of the experts' ratings are presented and subsequently discussed. 
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DISCUSSION: The results of the study show, that both systems are not complete. Nineteen per cent of the ENP nursing 
diagnoses cannot be illustrated by NANDA and for 10% of the NANDA nursing diagnoses there is no match found in the 
ENP nursing diagnoses. Primarily, three main reasons could be found which made the mapping proceedings difficult: the 
overlapping problem of the NANDA nursing diagnoses; the formulation of symptoms as nursing diagnoses by NANDA; 
and the different emphasis of both systems (ENP and NANDA) in the formulation of one nursing diagnosis. ENP's nursing 
diagnoses are more specifically formulated (73%) than the NANDA nursing diagnoses as regards comprehension. 

 
CONCLUSION: The results will be critically reflected and the question pursued: which type of nursing diagnoses will 
nurses in practice require for process documentation and the evaluation of process data? 
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