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TOPIC: The use of a standardized nursing language based on nursing diagnoses is gaining in importance for practice. 
The reliance on valid diagnostic concepts ensures high-quality nursing performance.  

BACKGROUND: When implemented in an electronic patient record, standardized nursing languages can also contribute 
to strengthening the performance of health care services. When used in nursing documentation, standardized languages 
increase the quality of documentation and make nurses' work visible and comparable. In the context of inter-professional 
co-operation, the communication among professionals is facilitated due to the unambiguousness of the language.  With 
regard to health care management and the establishment of DRGs, standardized nursing language can be used for the 
improvement of case management and the development of clinical pathways. Process optimization through benchmarking 
and case cost calculation are additionally based on standardized nursing diagnoses. Nursing documentation can also be 
the basis for data analyses on outcome measurement, evidence-based nursing, and best practice evaluation. In this case, 
the data must be collected in the electronic patient record without making any changes, so that valid and reliable data on 
nursing practice are gathered.  

DESCRIPTION: The use of a standardized nursing language based on nursing diagnoses is becoming increasingly 
important for the implementation of an electronic health record. In such an electronic health record the whole nursing 
process must be represented to visualize the nurses' work in the documentation and to provide a sound basis for data 
evaluation. But what are the demands for standardized nursing classifications to use nursing process data for questions of 
health management, e.g. required staff and DRG nursing case costs (for example, nursing classifications should be linked 
with performance figures, like e.g. nursing time)?  

CONCLUSIONS: This workshop discusses questions of how a standardized language must be structured to enable 
nurses in practice to collect valid data. It will be shown how nursing classifications can be linked with performance figures 
in a software application; the nursing classifications NANDA and ENP (European Nursing care Pathways) will be 
exemplarily used. 
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