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PURPOSE: The nursing classifications have been helpful to show the nursing scope and concepts from clinical practice. 
Furthermore it is necessary to incorporate the Intensive Care Nursing terms to the ICNP as a catalogue.  

METHODS: This was a descriptive study, using survey methods. The study was carried out at an Intensive Care Unit. The 
objectives were to identify nursing terms in patients’ records and to map them to the ICNP Version 1. Data were collected 
from 182 records realized from January to December 2006. Cross-mapping processes were performed using the nursing 
terms identified. They were compared to the ICNP's terms.  

FINDINGS: From this study, it was identified that 1,581 terms were not presented in the ICNP axes. They were 
categorized into the seven ICNP axes and in another group designed as defining characteristics.  

DISCUSSION: These terms should be used by ICN to compose an Intensive Care Catalogue useful to ICNP after they 
are reviewed and enhanced.  

CONCLUSIONS: The ICNP can be used to assist nurses to provide care for inpatients at Intensive Care Units. 
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