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PURPOSE: This is about a retrospective transversal study which aimed at identifying the five nursing diagnostics of 
higher and minor prevalence in old-aged patients interned in emergency service of a university hospital.  

METHODS: Data were carried out over a whole year period, though the registers of the informatics system of nursing 
prescription. 

FINDINGS: Results showed a total of 25.089 nursing diagnostics, distributed in 51 different categories. It was concluded 
that five diagnostics were of higher prevalence, as follows: self-care deficit syndrome (15.67%), inefficacious respiratory 
pattern (14.58%); self-care deficit, as bath or hygiene (9.37%); altered comfort (8.3%) and unbalanced nutrition, less than 
body necessity (7.9%). The five diagnostics of minor prevalence were: oral mucosa alteration (0.019%), fatigue (0.019%), 
sleep pattern disturbance (0.015%), disturbed communication (0.015%) and dysfunctional answer to ventilatory 
withdrawal (0.011%). 
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