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PURPOSE: Mechanical ventilation is indicated for numerous clinical and physiological reasons. The care of the 
mechanically ventilated patient is at the core of a nurse's clinical practice in the Intensive Care Unit. This investigation has 
been carried in a descriptive study, to find out the nursing diagnoses in patients having mechanical ventilation support in a 
respiratory intensive care unit. 

METHODS: This research will be conducted in a respiratory intensive care unit between November 01, 2007 and 
December 31, 2007 in Turkey. NANDA Taxonomy II (Gordon's Functional Health Patterns) will be used to evaluate 
nursing diagnoses.  The research will be conducted consistent with ethical principles. The number and percentage 
distribution of nursing diagnoses will be given. 

DISCUSSION: It was believed that nurses who care for patients having mechanical ventilation support in respiratory 
intensive care unit can provide care of these patients with higher quality through use of nursing diagnoses. 
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